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societies with 355,000 members, as well as 1,000
mutual insurance societies against fire.

Co-operative associations have rejuvenated the
farming of some districts by introducing new
forms of produce for the Paris markets, by de-
veloping the export of horticultural crops, and
by using refrigerator cars to facilitate the trans-
portation of perishables, meats and vegetables
alike. These organisations have also paid some
attention to the well-being of the rural popu-
lation, the improvement of dwelling-houses
for farmers, and to old-age pensions for aged
toilers.1

Such have been the improvements of farming
life that an ever larger class turns to agriculture,
so that the number of small land-owners is
increasing. According to M. Ruau, Minister
of Agriculture, there have been, during the last
twenty years, only two out of eighty-seven de-
partments in which concentration of property
has taken place. The new education and the
new life have taken traditional French agri-
culture out of the old ruts, and showed it a
world of new possibilities which have been
realised. It might be added that the govern-
ment has elevated agriculture to the dignity of
having a special decoration known as the merite
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